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T muft be avow'd, that for fome Years paft; 
there have been few. Things more wanted in 
Englend, than fuch a Paper as this ought to be ; 
fuch as J will endeavour.to make it, as long 
as it thall be found of any Ufe, without entring 
into the Violences of either Party. _Confidering the 
many grievous Mifreprefentations of Perfons and 
Things, it is highly requifice, at this Juncture, thar 
the People throughout the Kingdom, thou’d, if pofii- 
ble, be fer right in theic Opinions by fome impartial 
Hand, which has never been, yet attempted’: Thofe 
who have hitherto undertaken it, being upon every 
Account the leaft qualify’d of all Human-kind for 
fuch a Work. in ence avails 
We live here under a limited- Monarchy, and un- 
der the Doctrine and Difcipline of an excellent Church : 
We are unhappily divided into two Parties, both 
which pretend a mighty Zeal for our Religion and Go- 
vernment, only they difagree about the Means. The 
Evils we muft fence againft are, on one fide, Fanati- 
cifm and Infidelity in Religion ; and Anarchy, under 
the name of a Commonwealth, in Government : On 
the other fide, Popery, Slavery, and the Pretender 
from France. Now to inform and direct us in our 
Sentiments, upon thefe weighty Points ; here are on 
one fide two ftupid, illiterate Scribblers, both of them 
Fanaticks by Profeffion; I mean the Review and Ob- 
fervator. On the other fide we have an open Nonjuror, 
whofe Character and Perfon, as well as good Learn- 
ing and Senfe, difcover'd upon other Subjects, do in- 
deed deferve Refpect and Efteem ; but his Rebear/al, 
ang the reft of his Political Papers, are yet more per- 
nitious than thofe of the formertwo, If the genera- 
lity of the People know not how to Ta/k or Think, 
*rill they have read their Leffon in the Papers of the 
Week, what a Misfortune is it that their Duty ſhou'd 
be convey'd to them thro fuch Vehicles as thofe ? For 
lẽt fome Gentlemen think what they pleafe, I cannot 
but fafpect, that the two Worehies | firft mention‘d,have 
ih a degree done Mifchief * us; the mock au- 
thorative manner of the one, the infipid Mirth of 
the other, however infupportable to reafonable Ears, 
being of a level with great numbers among the loweft 
part of Mankind. Neither was the Author of the 
Rebearfal, while he continu’d thag Paper, le(s Infecti- 
ous to many Perfons of betrer igure, who perhaps 
were as well qualified, and much leſs prejudic’d, to 
judge for themfelves.. - 

It was this Reafon, that mov’d me to take the mat- 
ter out of thofe rough,as well as thofe dirtyHands,to let 
the remote and uninftructed part of the Nation fee, 
that they have been mifled on both fides, by mad, ri- 
diculous Extreams, ata wide diftance on each fide 
from the Truth ; while the right Path is fo broad and 
plain,as to be eafily kept,if they were once put into it. 

_ Further; I had lately entered on a lution to 
take very little notice of other Papers, unleſs ir were 
fuch, where the Malice ahd Falfhoéd, had fo great a 
mixture of Wit and Spirit;-as would make them dan- 
gerous ; which in the prefent circle of Scribbles, from 
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Twelvepence to a Halfpeny, I could eafily forfee 
would not ver —— occur: But here again, 
I am forc’d to diipen e with my Refolurion, tho’ it be 
only to tell my Reader, what Meafures I am like to 
take on {uch Occafions for the future. I was told 
that rhe Paper call'd the Obfervator, was twice fill’d 
laft Week with Remarks upon a late Examiner. Thele 
I read with the firft Opportunity, and to {peak in the 
News-Writers Phrafe, they gave me Occafiun for many 
Speculations. 1 obfery’d with fingular Pleafure, the 
Nature of thofe Things, which the Owners of them, 
ufually call 4nfwers; and with what dexterity this 
matchlefs Author. had fallen into the whole Art and 
Cant of them. To tranfcribe here and there three or 
four detachr Lines of leaft weight in a Dilcourfe 
and by a foolifh Comment miftake every Syllable of 
the meaning, is what I have known many of a fupe- 
rior Clafs, to this formidable Adyerlary, entitle an An- 
fwer. This is what he has exactly done in about 
thrice as many Words as my whole Difcourfe ; which 
is fo mighty an Advantage over me, that I fhall by 
no means engage in fo unequal a Combat ; but as far 
as I can judge of my own Temper, entirely difmifs 
him for the future $ heartily withing he had a Match 
exactly of his own Size to meddle with, who fhould 
only have the odds of Truth and Honefty ; which as I 
take itr, would be an effectual way to filence him for 
ever. Upon this Occafion, I cannot forbear a fhort 
Story of a Fanatick-Farmer, who liv’d in my Neigh- 
bourhood, and was fo great a Difputant in Religion, 
that the Servants in all the Families thereabouts, re- 
ported, how he had confuted the Bithop and all his 
Clergy. I had then a Footman who was fond of read- 
ing the Bible, and I borrow’d a Comment for him, 
which he ftudied fo clofe, that in a Month or two I 
thought him a match for the Farmer. They difpured 
at feveral Houfes; with a King of Servants and other 
People always abour them, where Ned explain’d his 
Texts fo full and clear, to the Capacity of his Audi- 
ence, and thew’d the Infignificancy of his Adverſary's 
Cant, ro the meaneft Underftanding, that he gor the 
whole Country of his fide, and the Farmer was cur’d 
of his Itch of Difputation for ever after, 

The worft of it is, that this fort of outragiougs 
Party-writers I have above {poke of, are like a cou» 
.ple of Make-bates, who inflame fmall.Quarrels by a 
thoufand Stories, and by keeping Friends at diftance 
hinder them from coming to a good Underftanding, 
as they certainly would, if they were fuffer'd to meer 
and debate between themfelves. For let any one ex- 
amine a reafonable honeft Man of either fide, upon 
thofe Opinions in Religion and Government, which 
both Parties daily buffet each other about, he thall 
hardly find one material Point in difference between 
them, 1 would be glad to ask a Queftion about swo 
Great Men of thie late Miniftry, how they came to be 
Whigs ? and by what figure of Speech, half a dozen 
others lately put into great Employments, can 
be call’d Tories? 1 dowbt, whoever wonld fuir the 
Definition to the Perfons; muft make it directly 
| comrary 





















































contrary to what we underftood it at the time of the 
Revolucion. 

In order to remove thefe MifapprehenGons among us, 
I believe it will be neceffary upon Occafion, ro dere 
the Malice and Falfhood of fome Maxims, 
which rhofe Idiots fcatrer from the Prefs twice a 
Week, and draw an hundred abſurd Confequences 
from them. 

For Example, I have heard it often objected asa 
great piece of Infolence in the Clergy and others, to 
fay of hint thet the Church was in danger, when i was 
Vored otherwife in Parliament fome Years aga: And 
the Queen Her lelf in Her laft Speech, did openly 
condemn all fuch Infinuations. Notwichftanding 
Which, J did then, and do fill believe, che Church 
bas, fince that Vote, been in very imminent Danger ; 
and I think I might then have faid fo,withont rhe leaft 
Offence to her Majefty, or either of the cwo Houles, 
The Queen’s Words, as near as I can remember, 
menticn’d the Church being in danger from Her Ad- 
miniftration; and whoever fays or thinks That, de- 
ferves, in iny Opinion, to be hanp’d for a Traitor. 
But that the Church and State may be both m dan- 
ger under the beft Princés that ever Reign’d, and 
without the leaft Guile of theirs, is {uch a Truth, 
as a. Man muft be a great Stranger to Hiftory or 
commoh Senfe,to doubt. The wifeft Prince on Earth 
may be forced, by the Neceffiry of his Affairs, and 
the prefent Power of an Faction, ot deceived 
by the Craft of ill defigning Men: One or rwo 
Minifiers, moft in his Confidence, may at firft have 
good Intentions, bur row corrupted by Time, by 
Avarice, by Love, by Ambition, and have fairer 
Terms offer'd them, to gratify their Paffions or Inter- 
efts, “from Ome Set of Men than another, ‘till they 
are too far involv’d for a Retreat ; and fo be forc’d 
to take Seven Spirits more wicked ‘than themfelves. 
This is a very poffible Cafe ; and will not the /aft fare 
of fuch Men be worfe than the firft? that is to fay, will 
not the Publick, which was fafe at grow in Dan- 
get by fuch Proceedings as rhefe ? And fhall a faith- 
ful Subject, who ees and trembles at the Confe- 

, be call’d Difaffetted, becaufe he delivers his 
inion, tho’ the Prince declares, as he juftly may, 
that the Danger is not owing to his Adminiftration ? 
Or, thall the Prince himfelf be blam’d, when in fuch 
a Juncture he puts his Affairs into other Hands, with 
the univerfal Applaufe of His People? As to the Vote 
ainft thofe who fhou’d affirm the Church was in 
anger, I think it likewife referr’d to Danger from 
or under the Queen's Adminiftration, (for I neither 
have it by me, nor can fuddenly have recourfe to it ;) 
but if it were ocherwife, I know nothow it can re- 
fer to any Dangers but what were pat, or at that 
time t; or how it could affect the furure,unlefs 
the Senators were allin/pir’d, or at leaft that Majority 
which vored ir. Neither dol fee any Crime further 
than ill Manners,, to differ in Opinion from a Majo- 
rity of either or both Houfes; and rhar ill Manners, 
I muft confefs I have been often guilty of for fome 
Years paft, tho’ I hope I never again. 

Another Topick of great ufe to thefe weekly In- 
flamers, is the young Pretender in France, to whom 
their whole Party is in a high Meafure indebted 
for all their Greatnefs; and whenever it lies in their 
Power, they perhaps return their Acknowledg- 
ments, as out of their Zeal for frequent Revolutions, 
they were ready to doro his fuppofed Father: Which 
is a Piece of fecret Hiftory, that I * will one Day 
fee the Light; and I am fare Ic ſhaſl, if ever I am 
Mafter of it, gree. pens. whofe Ears may tingle. 
But at prefent, the Word Pretender is a Term of Art 
in ebeir Poffeffion: A of State cannot défire 
leave to refign, bur the Pretender is at bottom: The 

cannot diffolve a Parliament, bur it is a 

to dethrone herfelf, and bring in the Preten- 

der, alfa Score Stock-Jobbers are Playing the 
Knave in Exchange-Alley, and there goes the Pre- 


Terror; or tell fo many Lies abour him, to flacken 





our Caution, that when he is really comigg, by their 
Connivance, we may not believe them; as the Boy 
ferv’d the Shepherds about the coming of the Wolf. 
Or perhaps they fcare us with the Pregender, be- 
cauſe —— 


they think be may be like fome , that 
come with a Fright. Do they nor believe that the 
Queen’s prefent Miniftry love her Majefty, at leaft 
as well as fome others lov’d the Church? And why 
is it not as great Mark of Di/affe&ion now to fay the 
Queen is in Danger, as it was fome Months ago to 
afficm the fame of the Church? it be a 
falfe Opinion, that the Queen's Right is hereditary 
and indefeafible ; yet how is it poffible that thofe who 
bold and believe that Doctrine, can be in the Pre- 
tender’s Intereft > His Title is weaken’d by every 
Argument that ftrengthens hers. -’Tis as plainas the 
Words of an A& of Parliamentcan make it, That her 
pies Majefty is Heir to the Survivor of the late 
ing and Queen her Sifter. Is not that an Heredi- 
tary Right? What need we explain it any further ? 
I have known an Article of Faith expounded in much 
loofer and more general Terms, and rhat an 
Author whofe Opinions are very much -follow'’d by, 
a certain Party. Suppofe we go further, and ex- 
amine the Word Indefeafible, with “which  fome 
Writers of late have made chemfelves fo merry < 
I confefs it is hard to conceive, how any Law which 
the fupream Power makes, may not by the fame 
Power be ald: Sothat I fhall not derermine, 
whether the Queen’s Right be indefeafible or no. But 
this I will maintain, that whoever affirms it fo, is 
not guilry of aCrime. For in that Settlement of 
the Crown after the Revolution, where Her prefent 
Majefty is named in Remainder, there are (as near as 
I can remember) thefe remarkable Words, To which 
we bind our felves and our Pofterity for ever. La 
may explain this; or call chem words of Form, as they 
pleafe: And Reafoners may argue that fach an Obli- 
gation is againft the very Nature of Government ; but 
a plain Reader, who takes the Words in their natural 
Meaning,may be excas’d, in thinking a Right fo con- 
firm'd, 1s indefeafible; and if sie be an Abfurdity 


in fuch an Opinion, he is not to anfwer for it. 


P. $. When this Paper was going to the Prefs, the 
Printer brought me two more Obfervators, wholly ta- 
ken up in my Examiner upon Lying, whichI was at 
the pains to read ; and they are juft ſuch an Anfwer, 
as the two others [ have mention’d. This is all I have 
to fay on that Matter. . 





ADVERTISEMENT S.. 

Next Week will be Pablith'd, \ 

THE Second Volume of MEMOIRS of 

EUROPE, towards the Clofe of the Eighth 

Century. Written by Eginardus, Secretary and Fa- 

Vorite to Charlemagne : And Done into Englith by the 
Author of the NEW ATALANTIS. 


The Second Edition Corrected, of 
MExoirs of Europe, towards the Clofe of the 
ee Century. Written by Eginardws, Secre- 
tary and Favourite to Charlemagne: And done into 
Englifo by the Author of the NEW ATALANTIS. 


GIR. THOMAS DOUBLE a Court, and in 

High Preferments. In Two Dialogues, be- 
tween Sic THOMAS DOUBLE and Sir 
RICHARD COMOAY E Ry alia Me. 7816s 
LOVE: Qn the 29th of September, 1710. Written 
by the Author of Tom Double, or the True Picture of 
a Modern Whig. Prices s, 


HE Arraignment, Trial, and Conviction of 
Feilding, Eſq; for Felony, in mg her 


Grace the Dutchels of Cleaveland; his ſirſt Wife 
Mrs, Mary Wadfworth, being then alive. At the Sef- 


_fions-Honfe in the Old-Bayly, on the 4th Day of De- 


cember, 1706, With ies of the feveral Lerrers 
between Mr. Feilding and his fitft Wife Mrs. Wadj- 


* worth, by the Name of Anne Countels of Feilding, 


All Sold by Joha Morphew, near Starioners-Hall. 
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